
Gentleness 
 
A number of years ago, I had the opportunity to spend an afternoon at Old World Wisconsin.  While there, I watched a 
blacksmith and a shoemaker working their crafts, I walked through gardens and homes that told stories of hard work 
and the community of family, and I “helped” steer the team of oxen, joined together by the yoke.  The two gentlemen 
who gave me the reins also shared the primary purpose of the yoke:  it was a training device.  A younger, perhaps 
more stubborn, or at least less experienced, ox would be partnered with an older, stronger one in order to guide its 
steps.    
 
Until that time, I hadn’t really thought of the yoke as anything 
more than the piece of equipment that connected the two, 
nor had I really thought of the deeper significance of Jesus’ 
words in Matthew:  Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls (11:29).  The picture I have of myself as 
an ox isn’t all that great, but the picture of our God wanting 
to be yoked to us is.  He humbly asks us to be yoked to him 
so that his gentleness will guide our steps, knowing full well 
how challenging that can be at times.  When I feel I’ve been 
wronged, my reaction is not gentle.  When I feel exhausted, 
my words are far from gentle.  When gentleness is  
considered a weakness, I rebel against it.  Yet, yoked  
together, there is Jesus, forgiving me for those stubborn 
sins, redirecting my steps so that I may try again. 
 
When the oxen team works together to break ground, plow, 
and plant, a harvest is produced.  Think about what we can 
accomplish in our families, our church and school, our  
communities, and even our world when we first are  
connected to -- and want to learn from -- Jesus, whose  
gentleness reveals his love and his power.  Paul writes in 
Philippians 4: 5: Let your reasonableness be known to  
everyone.  The Lord is at hand (ESV).  Another translation 
shares the words this way: Keep your gentle nature so that 
all people will know what it looks like to walk in His  
footsteps. The Lord is ever present with us.  So there’s  
action -- our gentleness -- and a reaction -- people will see 
that the Lord is near. Therefore, the power of gentleness 
points others to saving grace. 
 
My prayer this week will be that we all take His yoke upon 
us, keep in step with Him, and allow His gentleness to be 
ours.  Then, let’s work together toward a harvest.  
 
Joy Yurk 
7th grade teacher 

      www.splgrafton.org       e-mail:  school@splgrafton.org 

January 16, 2026 

“For the Lord is good and his love endures forever. His faithfulness continues through all generations.” 
Psalm 100:5 

JANUARY 
7-21 We-We MAP Testing 
16 Fri  Mother/Son Bowling Event  
17 Sat  5th/7th Round Robin BB Tournament  
19-23 Mo-Fr  Pre-K Parent/Teacher Conferences 
21 Wed  Chapel—Mr. Fischer 
22-23 Th-Fr  K-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
23 Fri  NO SCHOOL 
23-24 Fr-Sa  5/6 Boys Basketball Tournament 
25-30 Su-Fr  National Lutheran Schools Week 
28 Wed  Chapel – 3rd Grade (Clemens)    
 
 FEBRUARY 
4 Wed  Chapel – Kindergarten (Nelsen) 

Notes from the Principal: 
 
1.  Registration for the 2026-27 school 
year is now open through the school  
website.   The application process for the 
Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
opens February 2nd.  Contact the school 
office with questions. 
 
2.  Congratulations to our St. Paul A Girls Basketball 
Team for taking 2nd place this past weekend at the 
tournament we hosted.  Next weekend we host our  
annual 5th/6th grade boys tournament.  If you are  
interested in helping either Friday (Jan. 23) or Saturday 
(Jan. 24) please contact Mr. Kell.  We need ticket  
takers, scorebook officials, scoreboard operators and 
concession stand volunteers. 
 
3.  Next week is Parent/Teacher Conference Week.  
Students in grades 3-8 help lead those conferences 
with their parents and teachers.  Another great  
opportunity to build positive relationships with our  
families. 



ST. PAUL 63RD INVITATIONAL  
A BOYS’ BASKETBALL  

TOURNAMENT 
 

Advertising Space is available in 
the tournament book for the St. Paul  

Invitational A Boys’ Basketball  
Tournament being held the weekend of February 13-

15, 2026. This tournament provides a great deal of 
funding for the Athletic Department, for gym classes, 

and teams. If you are interested in placing an ad in the 
book for your business for a nominal fee, contact  

Mrs. Diane Schumann, Ext. 133, by  
Saturday, January 24  

 

Thank you for your support!  

Approved Calendar Dates 2026-27 School Year 
 

Date   Event 
Aug 14     Teachers Report 
Aug 20 (Thu)    Orientation Day 
Aug 25 (Tue)    First Day of Classes 
Sept 4     No School (Labor Day Weekend) 
Sept 7     Labor Day No School 
Sept 28-30    Outdoor Education (7th) 
Oct 30 (Fri)    No School 
Nov 20     End of 1st Trimester 
Nov 23-27    Thanksgiving Break – No School 
Dec 21–Jan 1    Christmas Break – No School 
Jan 22     Parent/Teacher Conferences –  
     No classes 
Feb 19     Half Day – 11:40 dismissal –  
     Winter Break 
Feb 22     No School – Winter Break 
Mar 5     End of 2

nd
 Trimester / Interest Day 

Mar 22-29    Spring Break / Easter Monday –  
     No School 
Apr 24-28    8th Grade Washington DC Trip 
May 3 (Mon)    No School 
May 28    Half Day – 11:40 dismissal  
May 28    PreK Closing Service 
May 31    Memorial Day – No School 
June 4     K-8 Closing Service /10am dismissal /
      Graduation 
June 11    Teachers Last Day 

Calling All Torte Makers!!  
 

The 64th St. Paul Invitational  
Tournament is February  
13-15 and we can't serve our  
delicious tortes without help from 
you. If you are willing to make 
a torte, I'll supply you with one or 
more of the famous recipes. Just call Diane Schumann 
(377-4659 x133) or email  
diane.schumann@splgrafton.org and you will be given 
all the details. Thanks! 

mailto:diane.schumann@splgrafton.org


             Christian Day School  
              Singing Schedule 

 
 
 

 

Sun. Jan. 18 11:00 am PraisePower 
Lutheran School’s Week 
Sun. Jan. 25 8:00 am  (K-8) Last name A-K Sing 
  9:30 am  (K-8) Last name L-Z Sing 
Sun. Feb. 1 11:00 am Children’s Choir  
Sun. Feb. 8 8:00 am  JiVE 
Sat. Feb. 14 5:00 pm  Gr. K-1 Sings 
Wed. Feb. 18 4:30 pm  PraisePower 
Wed. Mar. 4 4:30 pm  JiVE 
Sun. Mar. 8 11:00 am PraisePower 

S t .  P a u l  
M u s i c  

M i n i s t r y  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Sunday School runs Sundays September-
May from 9:30-10:30am, and is open to  
children ages 3 thru 6th Grade. We also 
have a teen Bible study group that meets 
at 9:30am. To have your child join us for 

this year's Sunday School or the teen Bible study 
please fill out the registration form at the following link:  
tinyurl.com/SSregister25. If you have any questions, 
please contact tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org. 
 

1/18: This week we will be learning that God’s family 
encourages each other. We will read Acts 18:-23; 20:1-
6 as we look at the story of Paul encouraging  
Christians.  

Middle School Youth  
 

All 6-8 graders are invited to join us 
for middle school youth. We will 
meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month September through May 
from 3-4:30pm in the youth room. Please watch for 
email updates and reminders throughout the year. For 
more information contact Tracy Krueger at  
tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org. Hope to see you there. 
 

1/25: We will be playing a challenging memory game of 
4 on the couch, sharing a devotion, and eating too many 
Oreos.  

https://tinyurl.com/SSregister25
mailto:tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org
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Interest Day is a special 
school day where students 
attend different hands-on 
classes in a variety of  
areas. In the past, we have 
offered cooking, crafts, 
woods, sports and music 
classes, just to name a 
few.  This school year, our 
Interest Day will be held on 
the morning of Friday, 
March 6.  We are always 
looking for any new ideas for classes.  We also need 
volunteers to lead a session.  If you have any ideas, or 
you or someone you know would like to lead a class, 
please contact one of our committee members: 
 
Amy Steiner: amy.steiner@splgrafton.org 
Jenny Clemens: jennifer.clemens@splgrafton.org 
Lisa Frinzi: lisa.frinzi@splgrafton.org 
Shelby Nauta: shelby.nauta@splgrafton.org 
Rachel Nelsen: rachel.nelsen@splgrafton.org 
Amy Schumacher: amy.schumacher@splgrafton.org 

Faith Stepping Stones  
Faith Stepping Stones is faith based parenting  
education from cradle to high school graduation through 
eight short-courses, which pull parents into the role of 
primary faith mentors for their own children every night 
through blessing, prayer, scripture, Highs & Lows, and 
faith dialogue (FAITH 5).   
 

Stone 1: Raising a Healthy Baby  
This is a class where parents of infants and/or pregnant 
parents will learn about the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs of infants.  Parents will also be taught to 
give their children a nightly blessing. This class will 
begin on Wednesday, January 7 at 6PM in the youth 
room and run through Wednesday, January 21. 
Check out the link to sign up https://tinyurl.com/
FaithStone1 or for more information contact Tracy at 
tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org. 

Stone 2: Raising a Healthy Preschooler 

You are invited to join us for Stone 2: Raising a Healthy 
Preschooler. In this class there will be three sessions on 
physical, emotional and spiritual needs of preschoolers. 
Parents are also taught how to do a nightly blessing and 
prayer as a family faith practice. This class will meet in 
the youth room and run Wednesday, January 28 
through Wednesday, February 11 from 6-7:15pm. 
Check out the link to sign up https://tinyurl.com/
FaithStones2 or for more information contact Tracy at 
tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org.  
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 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

     

Sunday 18-Jan 25-Jan 

  Worship at 8:00; 9:30; 11:00 Worship at 8:00; 9:30; 11:00 

  PraisePower sings @ 11 K-8 Last Name A-K sings @ 8:00 

  7/8 Boys Red BB Tournament @ Neenah Lutheran K-8 Last Name L-Z sings @ 9:30 

   Middle School Youth, 3pm 

  5/6 Girls BB Tournament @ Good Shepherd WB 

    7/8 Girls BB Tournament @ Hales Corners 

Monday 19-Jan 26-Jan 

  MAP Testing National Lutheran Schools Week 

  PreK Parent/Teacher Conferences   

  Children's Choir, 3:15pm Children's Choir, 3:15pm 

  
  BB vs. Hales Corners; 5G-4:30, 5B-5:30, 7/8B Black-6:30 

    Stone 8:  High School Graduation, 6pm 

  Worship, 6:30pm Worship, 6:30pm 

Tuesday 20-Jan 27-Jan 

  MAP Testing National Lutheran Schools Week 

  PreK Parent/Teacher Conferences Even Odds Pizza Fundraiser 

  BB @ Grace MF; 6B-5:30, 7/8B Red-7:30   

  BB @ Grace MF; 5/6G-4:30, 7/8G-6:30   

      

Wednesday 21-Jan 28-Jan 

  PreK Parent/Teacher Conferences National Lutheran Schools Week 

  CHAPEL- Mr. Fischer CHAPEL- 3rd Grade (Clemens) 

    BB vs. Trinity Sheboygan; 5G-4:30, 6G-5:30, 6B-6:30 

    5th Boys BB Tournament @ Brookfield Christian 

  Stone 1:  Raising a Healthy Baby, 6pm Stone 2:  Raising a Healthy Preschooler, 6pm 

Thursday 22-Jan 29-Jan 

  Pre-K & K-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences National Lutheran Schools Week 

    5/6 Girls BB Tournament @ St. John WB 

  7/8 Girls BB Tournament @ Hales Corners 5th Boys BB Tournament @ Brookfield Christian 

    6th Boys BB Tournament @ St. John WB 

Friday 23-Jan 30-Jan 

    National Lutheran Schools Week 

  Pre-K & K-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences   

  NO SCHOOL 5/6 Girls BB Tournament @ St. John WB 

  7/8 Girls BB Tournament @ Hales Corners 5th Boys BB Tournament @ Brookfield Christian 

  5th/6th Boys BB Tournament @ HOME 6th Boys BB Tournament @ St. John WB 

Saturday 24-Jan 31-Jan 

      

  7/8 Girls BB Tournament @ Hales Corners 5/6 Girls BB Tournament @ St. John WB 

  5th/6th Boys BB Tournament @ HOME 5th Boys BB Tournament @ Brookfield Christian 

    6th Boys BB Tournament @ St. John WB 

    Virtual Archery Meet, 8am 

  Worship at 5:00pm Worship at 5:00pm 



RightNow Media 
 

RightNow Media is the world’s largest video-streaming library of  
biblical resources. Every person in our church can access  
Biblically-based videos on topics like marriage, parenting, youth,  
recovery, leadership, finances and much more. You can also choose 
from more than 2,000 wholesome, educational, and  
entertaining videos in the RightNow Media library designed  
specially for children. Stream them at home or on the go with the 
RightNow Media app. To sign up via Online Registration:  
 
Visit https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/splcas to create your account. Or you can: Text-to -
Sign-Up: Text SPLCAS to 49775 and receive a direct link to the registration page.  
QR Code Access: A quick scan with your smartphone will take you directly to the registration 
page. 
 

Already signed up to use RightNow Media, but looking for some ideas of what to watch?  

 
The Book of Jude by Eric Geiger 
How do we stay close to Jesus, even when threatened by doubt, deception, or the culture around us? 
This question is as relevant for us today as it was for the early church. In this five-session series, pastor 
Eric Geiger will take us through the book of Jude, a letter that reminds us that staying faithful to God is 
an active part of the Christian life. Join Eric and learn to trust the God who calls us, loves us, and keeps 
us as we strive to stand firm in our faith. The Book of Jude :: RightNow Media 
 

Values of Marriage by Henry Cloud 

Dr. Henry Cloud uses these short videos that are scripturally based to address  
marriage. This 6 session series is incredibly rich with principles, values, and advice to ensure your 
marriage flourishes. Values of Marriage 

 

A Journey Through Psalm 23 by Brad Bonhomme 

Join Brad Bonhomme on a verse-by-verse journey through one of the most  
celebrated passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. David—poet, shepherd, and king—
illustrates in this psalm how God meets our physical, spiritual, emotional, directional, relational, and 
eternal needs. These truths bolster our trust and confidence in His goodness to us, in this life and the 
next. In this six-part series, discover the depths of your Heavenly Father’s affection for you. Rest in 
the presence, protection, and provision of Jesus. And join Brad in boldly proclaiming that you are  
under the expert management and compassionate care of the Good Shepherd. A Journey Through 
Psalm 23 :: RightNow Media 
 

Zany World of Zane (ages 8-10) 
A comedy about the misadventures of three friends, Zane, Maddy, and Booger as they attempt to make a 
homemade web-show. As their real life problems intersect with their show, they discover that Biblical truth 
can help guide their way. This is a Zany world that kids will find irresistible. Zany World of Zane :: 
RightNow Media 
 

Identity by Eric Mason (Middle/High School Youth) 
* Note: The real-life stories in this series contain mature themes.* 

Who are you? Our world values being unique. So much so, that we end up looking the same as we 
try to be different. But we aren't a number. We aren't our clothes, our relationships or our  
accomplishments. In Christ we are much more. In these four thought-provoking youth Bible study 
sessions, Eric Mason compares the message the world constantly tells teens about their identity 
with the truths found in Scripture. The world tells us it's all about how you look, what you have, 
what you do, and whom you are connected to. But Scripture teaches that while those things can be 
important, they do not constitute who you are. As followers of Jesus Christ, our identity is found in 
Him. With biblical teaching and real-life stories, this series will help students ground their identity in 
Christ and live boldly as children of God and heirs of heaven. Identity :: RightNow Media 

 
The Disciplines of Abiding by D.A. Carson 

Christians talk about abiding in Christ as key to following Jesus, but at times it seems more like an abstract idea than a 
practical way to live. In this 3-part course, D.A. Carson, K. Edward Copeland, and Bill Kynes examine what it truly 
means to abide in Christ through the disciplines of prayer, fasting, and thanksgiving. The Disciplines of Abiding : 
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