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Welcome! We are glad you are

worshiping today!

Fellowship: Refreshments are 

available in the Gathering Hall on 

Sundays from 9am–10:45am

Holy Communion: Celebrated in all 

Worship Services on the first, third & 

fifth weekends each month

Parents With Children: 

Children’s bulletins & Busy Bags are 

available. There is a quiet room in the 

back of church.

We Care Cards: Everyone attending is 

asked to complete a card found in the 

pew rack and collected during worship.

PowerPoint & Live-stream 

Volunteers: Sign-up at 

tinyurl.com/SPLsignups

Traditional Worship

*Saturday 5pm

Sunday 8am

Sunday 11am

Contemporary Worship

*Sunday 9:30am

*Live-streamed at: 

splgrafton.org/church/livestream & 

vimeo.com/event/3209874 

Servant Leaders: 

Pastor: Luke Anderson 

Pastor: Jacob Schultz 

Pastor of Care Ministry: 

Timothy Maschke

Pastor Emeritus: Larry Prahl

Pastor Emeritus: John Suelflow

Pastor Emeritus: Kenton Wendorf

Principal: Michael Yurk

Director of Music: Valerie Bremer

DCE: Tracy Krueger 

EIGHTTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST

September 27, 2026

AS WE GATHER…Paul, in our epistle reading, encourages us to “have this 

mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5) 

The mind of Christ causes us to think differently than we do as souls who 

sin and then die. Our new way of thinking leads us to new ways of acting. 

We are free to let pride go and become humble. We are free to let 

selfishness go and serve others instead. In this letting go of ourselves, we 

trust that the Holy Trinity Himself is working in us according to His good 

pleasure. Such is the nature of Generous Living, a selfless manner of living 

patterned after the humble example of our Savior, Jesus.



TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES- Saturday 5pm; Sunday 8am; 11am;  Monday 6:30pm

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES and RINGING OF THE BELLS

ANNOUNCEMENTS / CHILDREN’S HOPECHEST WELCOME VIDEO (Offerings may be placed in collection 

box near the exits. We Care Cards will be collected during the sermon hymn)

OPENING HYMN  “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” LSB 554, St. 1-3

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

BAPTISM  (11am) Charlotte Kreutzer

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 25:4–5, 9 alt.

Pastor: Make me to know Your ways, O LORD;

People: teach me Your paths.

Pastor: Lead me in Your truth

People: and teach me,

Pastor: for You are the God of my salvation;

People: for You I wait all the day long.

Pastor: You lead the humble in what is right,

People: and teach the humble Your way.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, 

People: We confess that we are sinful souls from birth, each responsible for our thoughts, words, and 

actions that turn us against You, against ourselves, and against others. We have not lived 

generously, but instead have been selfish and greedy. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and empower us 

by Your Holy Spirit to live as humble citizens of Your Kingdom in love and service to others.

Pastor: Beloved in Christ, the Lord says, “I have no pleasure in the death of anyone . . . so turn, and live.” 

(Ezekiel 18:32) As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

HYMN OF PRAISE  “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” LSB 554, St. 4-5

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have called us by the Gospel to live generously as citizens worthy of Your 

Kingdom. Grant us Christlike humility that we may do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but 

may count others more significant than ourselves; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

MUSICAL REFLECTION  (5pm)  “The Triumph Song of Life,” Handbells

(8am) “To Everything There is a Season,”  Mixed Choir

-2-



OLD TESTAMENT READING  Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32  If a wicked man turns . . . he will save his life.

(Holy Bible p. 893-894)

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. People:  Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE  Philippians 2:1–13  Look . . . to the interest of others. (Holy Bible p.1248) 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. People:  Thanks be to God

ALLELUIA VERSE LSB 156

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 21:23–32 The authority of Jesus is challenged.  (Holy Bible p. 1050)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.

People: (sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. People:  (sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” LSB 848

SERMON  “The Selflessness of Generous Living,” by Pastor Anderson, based on Philippians 2.

APOSTLES’ CREED  (5pm,8am, 6:30pm only)  (see screens)

OFFERTORY “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” LSB 811, St. 1, 2, 5

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (see screens)

LORD’S PRAYER  (see screens or back cover of LSB)

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 826
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE- 9:30am

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  

ANNOUNCEMENTS / CHILDREN’S HOPECHEST 

WELCOME VIDEO (Offerings may be placed in 

collection box near the exits. We Care Cards will be 

collected during the sermon hymn) 

INVOCATION

OPENING SONGS  “This Is How I Fight My Battles” 

“I Surrender”

CONFESSION and WORD OF FORGIVENESS 

SONG OF PRAISE  “Know Your Heart”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  by Tracy Krueger, DCE

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32

(Holy Bible p. 893-894)

EPISTLE READING Philippians 2:1–13

(Holy Bible p.1248)

APOSTLES’ CREED  (see screens)

PRAYERS / LORD’S PRAYER

GOSPEL READING Matthew 21:23–32

(Holy Bible p.1050)

SERMON  “The Selflessness of Generous Living,” by 

Pastor Anderson, based on Philippians 2.

BLESSING

CLOSING SONG  “Crowns Down”
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BIBLE STUDIES, SERVANT MINISTRY MEETINGS AND MORE!

SUNDAY MORNING RELIGIOUS

ED HOUR

September 27: What is the Church?

Rev. Dr. Randall Ferguson

October 4: Apologetics- What about Evil and 

Suffering?

Rev. Dr. Randall Ferguson

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS
September 2-November 18 

Topic: Luke’s Gospel Account

Led by: Pastor Anderson

Meets: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30pm

Location: Family Life Center

THURSDAY MORNING MEN’S BIBLE CLASS
Topic: Revelation 

Led by: Bob Kasten

Meets: Thursdays, 6:30am 

Location: Front Conference Room

SAVE THE DATE- PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CONFIRMATION CLASS STARTS
Sunday, October 4th

Students from 5-6:30pm

Parents 6-6:30pm

If you haven’t received a letter and have a student that 

is in 7 or 8 grade please contact the Church Office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
Sunday School runs Sundays September-May       

from 9: 30-10:30am, and is open to children 

ages birth through 6th Grade. Our first day of Sunday 

School this year will be September 20 at 9:30am in 

the Youth Room. To have your child join us please fill 

out the registration form at the following link: 

tinyurl.com/SSregister26. 

For more information contact Tracy Krueger at 

tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

All 6-8 graders are invited to join us for Middle School 

Youth. We will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 

month September through May, 3-4:30pm in the Youth 

Room. Please watch for email updates and reminders 

throughout the year. Our first meeting will be 

September 27 at 3pm in the Youth Room. Don't forget 

to bring your completed release form with you. If you 

haven’t received a release form or for more information 

contact Tracy Krueger at tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org.

9/27: Come join us for 9 square in the air, devotions, 

and snacks. No need to sign up, just come enjoy the 

fun!
WOMEN'S THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

September 17 – October 22

Topic: Walking with God

Led by: Amy Swiertz & Pat Kuerschner

Meets: Thursdays, 6:30- 8:30pm

Location: Timothy Room
Register today:

tinyurl.com/SPLWalkingWithGod to sign up 

and order your workbook (cost $10)

VIEWING OF THE CHOSEN
Season 1 - Episode 1 - Bible Roundtable 

Led by: Karen Leonard 

Day/Time: Mondays, 1pm 

Location: Providence Place 

ROOTED WOMEN’S FALL BIBLE STUDY

‘A NEW SONG’, 

PSALMS OF THE MESSIAH
Begins Monday, September 21 at 6:30 p.m. Join us 

for 6 weeks weaving God’s Word into your day, 

encouraging you as His precious & redeemed 

daughter. Study meets 1st & 3rd Monday evenings 

through November 30. 

Contact Tracy.Krueger@splgrafton.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED!
Help make Sunday mornings a welcoming place for 

children from birth through 6th grade.

• Volunteer roles: Teachers, classroom assistants, 

and check-in/check-out

• When: Sundays, 9:30–10:30 a.m., September–May

• Commitment: Approximately 2 Sundays per month

• Preparation: Easy-to-use lessons and materials are 

provided

Ready to help?

Sign up at:tinyurl.com/SSVolunteers26

Questions? Contact Tracy Krueger at 

tracy.krueger@splgrafton.org

FAITH STEPPING STONES
Faith Stepping Stones is faith - based parenting education from cradle to high school 

graduation through eight short-courses, which pull parents into the role of primary faith mentors for their own 

children every night through blessing, prayer, scripture, Highs & Lows, and faith dialogue (FAITH 5). 

Stone 4: My Bible: Class continues Wednesdays from 6-7:30pm through November 11.



LUNCH BAGS FOR NEEDY FAMILIES & HOMELESS IN MILWAUKEE 
Our Church has volunteered to supply bag lunches for The Gathering meal site on February 26 and also March 

26 so people can have a meal on Sundays when meal sites are not open. Please help by donating the following 

food items for these lunch bags: 

• individual packages of tuna or chicken (these are most needed)

• individual bags of salty snacks 

• individual applesauce 

• individually packaged desserts 

• monetary donations to purchase fruit, bread, bottled water and other needed items. 

Food donations can be placed in the bin in the Welcome Center, monetary donations can be made to St. Paul 

with a special note that it is for The Gathering. The Middle School Youth Group will be assembling the bags with 

adult volunteers on Thursday, October 22 starting at 3:15pm in the Family Life Center. Adult volunteers are 

welcomed to help on October 29 at 3:30pm. PLEASE DONATE BY October 20 

Contact Polly Morrison at pollykm40@gmail.com or 262-377-4846 
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CHRIST’S KINGDOM IN MOTION
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are

pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:16

As a community, we are blessed and acknowledge God as the provider of all we 

have. Yet, we understand many in the world have not had the privilege of food 

security, clean water, and opportunities to rest comfortably in a safe home. As a 

church body, we faithfully seek opportunities to serve and share everything we have been given. When we share 

our time, talents, and treasures we honor the Lord who has blessed us. Our partnership through Children’s 

HopeChest in Los Amates, Guatemala directly supports our core value of generous living.

As we move closer toward our sign-up weekend of October 10-12, we realize we have an opportunity to change 

lives. The Friendship Model of Children’s HopeChest is different than a traditional child sponsorship or mission 

trip. Rather than a top-down assignment between sponsors and children, this model allows the children to take 

the lead by choosing their sponsor. This is a beautiful way to reframe the relationship and begin this life-changing 

connection with the children of Los Amates.

We believe when one community partners with another, demonstrating the love of Jesus through prayer and 

partnership we can transform lives in Guatemala and Grafton! Please begin praying about sponsoring a child and 

lifting the entire community in Los Amates. Be sure to mark your calendar for the weekend of October 10-12 

when we will actively sign up sponsors.

DEDICATED BIBLE CLASS HOUR SURVEY RESULTS

Thank you to all who took part in the dedicated Bible class hour survey this past spring! As of now, we will be 

continuing with our regular worship service/Bible class hour schedule for the foreseeable future as follows:

• Saturdays: 5:00 PM traditional worship

• Sundays: 8:00 AM traditional worship, 9:30 AM contemporary worship, 11:00 AM traditional worship (adult 

Bible class and children’s Sunday school will continue to be offered from 9:30-10:30 AM every Sunday)

• Mondays: 6:30 PM traditional worship

While many of the survey responses were inconclusive, there have been a few positive outcomes already:

• Sunday school now includes an option for children ages birth-2 years.

• The Board of Parish Education is exploring options for adding a second adult Bible class on Sunday mornings 

from 9:30-10:30 AM in addition to Dr. Ferguson’s well-attended adult Bible class.

• The Board of Parish Education is also reviewing the many Bible study topic suggestions received from the 

survey responses and looking for ways to implement these topics in the future.

• A subcommittee of the Board of Elders and pastoral staff has been formed to further evaluate the survey 

results regarding more opportunities for our congregation to grow together in the Word and in fellowship.

• Further updates will be shared later this fall.

- Board of Elders
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SCHOOL NEWS FROM MR. YURK 
1. This week our 7th graders will join 7th grade students from St. John’s West Bend and First Immanuel for  

a three day Outdoor Education experience. 

2. Congratulations to our 5/6 volleyball team for taking 2nd place at the St. John Plymouth Tournament last 

weekend.

3. Ever interested in joining our trip to Washington DC? This year we will be taking two buses to DC in April 

and we are opening up a few seats for congregational members that would like to join us. If interested, 

please contact me and I'll share details. Final registration is due October 7.

4. Nominations are now being accepted for the Herb Kohl Teacher Fellowship Award. This prestigious  

award comes with a $ 6,000 gift to the recipient and the school. The nomination process only takes a few 

minutes. Please consider nominating a St. Paul teacher at https://www.herbkohlphilnthropies.org/ and 

click on Celebrating Excellence in Education at the top right. Nominations are due.

OPEN GYMN
All 3rd-5th grades are invited to an afternoon of 

open gym on Sunday, October 4 from 3-4:30pm. 

We will meet in the gym for fun and lots of high 

energy activities. We will close our time together 

with snacks and a short devotion. Sign up here to 

join the fun: https://tinyurl.com/opengym10-4-26

WANT TO BE A READING BUDDY?
Our St. Paul First Graders would love to read to you! 

If you would like to interact and listen to some 

great stories, please join us every first Tuesday of 

each month. Reading Buddy time is from 8:30am to 9am 

in Room 552.

If you are interested, contact Michelle Pingel at

262-377-4659 or michelle.pingel@splgrafton.org

SAVE THE DATE: ST. PAUL SPIRITWEAR SALE
Our once-a-year online spirit wear sale is coming 

October 2–12! Choose from three logo options: St. Paul 

Church, our 175th anniversary, and Children’s 

HopeChest. Mark your calendars and watch for more 

details in the next bulletin and Grace Gazette!

HELP WANTED

Part-Time Maintenance Assistant
St. Paul is looking for a dependable individual to provide 

part-time assistance in our Maintenance Department.

Schedule: Wednesday & Friday

11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

8 hours per week

Primary responsibilities will include cleaning the Family 

Life Center (FLC) following school lunches, along with 

assisting our maintenance staff with other cleaning and 

light maintenance duties as needed. This is a great 

opportunity for someone looking for a small, consistent 

part-time schedule while helping care for our church 

and school facilities.

Please contact David Liss at 262-377-4659 ext 142 if you 

have any questions.

Message from the Board of Elders- As we gather for worship each week, we are blessed to share God's 

House together. To help keep our sanctuary clean, welcoming, and reverent, we kindly ask everyone to pick up 

and dispose of any papers, cups, or other items before leaving. While we understand everyone has individual 

needs, we kindly ask that, whenever possible, food and beverages be enjoyed in the Gathering Hall rather than 

in the sanctuary during worship services. By doing so, we help preserve the sacredness of this space dedicated 

to prayer, praise, and worship. Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us care for our church home!

WOMENS GUILD MEETING

Thursday, October 1 at 12pm

in the Timothy Room

‘Hymns: Backdrop of Eternity’ will be presented by 

Dr. James Freese, author, musician, cantor.

Devotion by Pastor Maschke with light finger food 

& dessert. Plans for the Country Fair and where 

profits will be designated will be discussed.



WAYS TO GIVE AT ST. PAUL 

Visit splgrafton.org/church and Look for the Give Now! Button 

• IN-PERSON: Offerings may be placed in a collection box near the exits. 

• MAIL/DROP-OFF: 701 Washington Street, Grafton, WI 53024. Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

• VENMO: Search for: @SPL-Grafton. Please note for: Offering; Last 4 Digits: 0360. 

• VANCO ONLINE ELECTRONIC GIVING: Visit splgrafton.org/church/giving (then click Online Giving).

• VANCO MOBILE APP: Vanco Mobile is a mobile giving app that enables you to make one-time or recurring gifts from your smartphone. Visit the 

Apple App Store or Google Play and search for “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement” to download the app. 

• TEXT-TO-GIVE: Text the dollar amount you wish to contribute to 855.927.0750 (example: 25 for $25). You will be sent a registration link. After

registering, you will receive a text verification and an emailed receipt. For future giving, text the amount you wish to give, and text “repeat” to make it a 

recurring donation. 

• TEXT-TO-GIVE DIRECTLY TO THE EVERY GENERATION FAITHFUL TOGETHER MINISTRY EXPANSION FUND: Text the dollar amount you 

wish to contribute followed by the letters EGFT, to 855.927.0750. For example, text "25 EGFT" to contribute $25. You will be sent a registration link. 

After registering, you will receive a text verification and an emailed receipt. For future giving, text the amount you wish to give, and text “repeat” to 

make it a recurring donation. Every contribution sent to this number will go directly to the Every Generation Faithful Together fund. 

Thank you for supporting St. Paul. If you have questions, contact St. Paul Finance Office at 262-377-4659.

Music: Ms. Valerie Bremer / Mr. Greg Batiansila Altar Guild: Kathy Lubner & Sharon Hawkins 

Leader: Rev. Jacob Schultz Sermon:  Rev. Luke Anderson

SERVICE ELDERS HEAD USHERS

Sat., 5pm Stu Natale Joanne Wolf

Sun., 8am Greg Kern Steve Leonard

Sun., 9:30am Michael Young Todd Willman

Sun., 11am Gabriel Metzger Candi Unger

Mon., 6:30pm Jim Wegner

PRAYER REQUESTS

Strength and Healing: Ron Anschuetz; John Boudnik; Lindsay Chase (granddaughter of Eva Groppe); 

Frank Dohrwardt (friend of Dave & Judy Kuczynski); Jean Dorman (niece of Norma Prahl); Rob Frederick (son-in-law of 

Joyce Dobberpuhl); Teri Fredrich; Karl Goettl (brother of Louanne Hockstad); Cindy Hilgendorf (sister of Gail Goetter); Danna 

Hoffmann; Steven Janke (son of Richard & JoAnn Janke); Arlene Kaul; Larry Luckjohn; Ken Luckjohn (son of Larry Luckjohn); 

Diane Lunde (friend of Maribeth Witkowski); Annette Mentzel; Susan Micha; Jeffrey Mierow (son of Steve & Kathy Mierow); 

Sandra Patterson; Ron Parchim (brother-in-law of Dave Schmidt); Russ Prahl (brother-in-law of Larry & Catherine Kiener); 

David Richmond (brother of John Richmond); Terry Robinson (brother of Bonnie Robinson); Austin Ryan (friend of Jeremy 

Albers Jr.); Lauren Schaper (daughter of Joanne Wolf); Kay Sissom (friend of Karen Leonard); Lenore Wolff; Audrey Wollner; 

Mike Zettinig (son of Wendy Zettinig)

Long-Term Illness / Treatment:. Jeremy Albers Sr.; Lana Amenda; Samuel Becker (grandson of Lucille Becker); Harold 

Brockberg; Delaine Bussard (sister of Debra Kelley); Liam Cody (son of Bobby and Katelyn Cody); Stacy Fairbert (niece of 

Jody Reiter); Mary Rose Haley (sister of Larry Kiener); Dan Haupt (son of Frank & Bernice Haupt); Lisa Giuliani (niece of Jan 

Moegenburg); Larry Kiener; Daniel Kekic (nephew of Paulette Rammel); Eli Luckjohn (grandson of Larry Luckjohn); Laurie 

McGraw (friend of Brian & Shari Buske); Nancy Mertz; Sydney Miracle; Patti Mueller (friend of Liz Dehmel); Dennis Muehling

(friend of John & Patty Richmond); Matthew Thumann (grandson of Russ & Melissa Meier); Kay Ryder (sister of Kevin 

Zirtzlaff); Cindy Steffen; Ty Timperley (friend of Tom Lubner); Mark Wainwright (friend of the Tom Lubner family); Mike 

Woollen (father of Shari Buske); Rev. Dr. Kurt Ziemann (son of Gordy & Mary Ann Ziemann)

Anniversaries: Reid & Angie Otto’s 6 wedding anniversary; Glenn & Kathy Pape’s 50 wedding anniversary; Richard & 

Caroline Wohlers 59 wedding anniversary.

Baptism: Charlotte Kreutzer

CHURCH RECORDS
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Baptism:  Charlotte Kreutzer, born July 23, 2026, daughter of Jordan & Beth (nee Klein) Kreutzer will be 

baptized at St. Paul during the 11am service on Sunday, September 27, 2026.

FLOWERS & GIFT

Flowers next to the pulpit are given in thankfulness for 59 years of marriage for Richard & Carolyn Wohlers.

A Gift has been given to Every Generation Faithful Together Ministry Expansion Fund, Sharing Shelf and St. 

Paul Cemetery Fund in honor of Glenn & Kathy Pape's 50th Wedding Anniversary.



LWML CARD MINISTRY
Thanksgiving and Christmas Cards - Pre-order forms are 

available on the LWML Card Ministry table in the Gathering 

Hall. Your orders and donations support the Mission grants 

of Lutheran Women in Mission.

This is the 6th year these cards have been provided for St. 

Paul members and friends. Cards are also available for 

October Pastor Appreciation Month. 

Spread the word - share your faith - support the Gospel in 

Wisconsin and beyond.

Ticket information will be available at splgrafton.org auction 

tab after September 21st. Table reservation and admission 

ticket forms will also be available in the church and school 

office. A catered buffet meal by Prime Minister is included in 

the ticket admission.

Donations are still being accepted. 

LWML SUNDAY

October 4, 2026
Next weekend, we will celebrate LWML Sunday! Share your 

love of missions by joining us for treats in the Gathering Hall 

where a large Mite box will be available for your donations to 

support mission work.

If you have a small Mite Box at home where you have been 

collecting coins, please bring it with you as new Mite Boxes 

will be handed out. Please talk to our Mission Minded LWML 

ladies and learn more about what they do!

OCTOBER- DECEMBER 2026

PORTALS OF PRAYER
Portals of Prayer are available for            

pick up in the Narthex and 

Welcome Center


