
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 5, 2026 
Independence Day Weekend 

 

 

AS WE GATHER...This weekend, as people across our great land  
celebrate the freedoms that belong to us in the United States of  
America, the people of God bow before the Lord in humble praise and 
prayer, acknowledging the true source of our freedom. Set free from 
our captivity to sin and Satan by the redeeming work of Christ, we live 
as free people. We belong to God! As citizens of heaven with  
temporary citizenship in our country, we treasure all the earthly  
blessings we now have, including the freedoms of our country. Today, 
let us use those freedoms for the sake of the One who sets us free. 
We are free to love our God. We are free to worship Him in Spirit and 
truth. We are free to love our neighbor. And we are free to bring the 
saving Gospel to all we meet. God bless America! And God bless all 
His people this day—and every day—with the freedom that is ours in 
Christ! 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH AND SCHOOL  

701 Washington Street, Grafton, WI 53024  
262-377-4659  
splgrafton.org  

info@splgrafton.org  
facebook.com/SPLChurchGrafton  

facebook.com/SPLGrafton  
 

Welcome! 
We are glad you are worshiping today!  

 
Fellowship: Refreshments available in 
the Gathering Hall Sundays 9am-10:45am.  
Holy Communion: Celebrated in all 
Worship Services on the first, third & fifth 
weekends each month.  
Parents With Children: Children’s  
bulletins & Busy Bags are available.  
There is a quiet room in the back of church.  
We Care Cards: Everyone attending is 
asked to complete a card found in the pew 
rack and collected during worship.  
Volunteers (Acolytes, Live-stream & 
PowerPoint help): Sign up at  
tinyurl.com/SPLsignups.  

 
Traditional Worship  

*Saturday 5pm  
Sunday 8am | Sunday 11am (outdoor) 

Monday 6:30pm 
 

Contemporary Worship  
*Sunday 9:30am  

 
*Live-streamed at:  

splgrafton.org/church/livestream & 
vimeo.com/event/3215174  

 
Servant Leaders:  

Pastor: Luke Anderson  
Pastor: Jacob Schultz  
Pastor of Care Ministry: Timothy Maschke 
Pastor Emeritus: Larry Prahl  
Pastor Emeritus: John Suelflow  
Pastor Emeritus: Kenton Wendorf  
Principal: Michael Yurk  
Director of Music: Valerie Bremer  
DCE: Tracy Krueger 

https://vimeo.com/event/3215174
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC    
 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES and RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Offerings may be placed in collection box near the exits. We Care Cards will be  
collected during the sermon hymn) 
 

OPENING HYMN  “God of Our Fathers” (see screens)   
           
INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION   
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  

 undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. Nothing we can do will 
ever set us free. You alone provide liberty for the captives and freedom for those under sin’s 
curse. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. In Christ Jesus, you who once were held in captivity are now set free—free indeed! As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”              LSB 821, St. 1 
 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.  
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord of time and God of history, we ask You to keep our nation and its leaders under 

Your care. It is by Your grace and blessing alone that we can know peace and freedom. Direct and 
lead us to live justly with our neighbors, peaceably in our communities, and joyfully in our land,  

 seeking the common good. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zechariah 9:9–12  Rejoice! Your King comes to you.  (Holy Bible p. 1013) 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.          People:  Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood, please review these questions: 

 

1. Am I sorry for my sins and do I repent of them? 
2. Do I believe in Jesus as my Savior and that His body and blood are truly present together with the bread 
and the wine? 
3. Do I want to live as a forgiven Christian, in love to God & neighbor, with the help of the Holy Spirit? 
4. Am I a member of an LCMS congregation or a congregation in fellowship with the LCMS? 
 

If you are not in agreement with these questions, 
please refrain from communing or speak with a pastor before communing. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES – Saturday 5pm; Sunday 8am; Monday 6:30pm 



EPISTLE READING  Romans 7:14–25a   I know that nothing good lives in me apart from Christ. 
(Holy Bible p. 1200) 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.          People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                        LSB 821, St. 5 
   
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 11:25–30  Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
(Holy Bible p. 1037) 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
People: (sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.           People: (sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN  “Come unto Me, Ye Weary”              LSB 684 
 

SERMON  by Pastor Prahl 
 

NICENE CREED  (see screens)  
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Before You, Lord, we Bow”              LSB 966, St. 1, 4, 5 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (see screens) 
 

SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE  2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.            
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.            
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.            
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

SANCTUS  “Holy, Holy, Holy”                     LSB 161 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  (see screens or LSB 179)   
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
Pastor:    As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  (see screens or back cover of LSB)   
 

PEACE 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God”                    LSB 163   
 

PREPARATION  (see screens or top of page 2) 
 

DISTRIBUTION  Common cup and individual cup are offered on both the lectern and pulpit sides.  
Please assist the pastor or server when receiving the chalice for common cup. Non-alcoholic wine (pink) is 
served in individual cups in the center of the tray. 
“O Lord, We Praise Thee”  LSB 617 

“Blest the Children of our God”                               
 

DISMISSAL 
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE – 9:30am 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  “Battle Hymn of the Republic”   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (Offerings may be placed in 
collection box near the exits. We Care Cards will be 
collected during the opening song.) 
 

INVOCATION  
 

OPENING SONG  “Blessed Be Your Name” 
 

CONFESSION and WORD OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SONG OF PRAISE  “Just As I Am” 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE by Tracy Krueger, DCE 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zechariah 9:9–12   
(Holy Bible p. 1013) 
 

EPISTLE READING  Romans 7:14–25a      
(Holy Bible p. 1200) 

NICENE CREED  (see screens)  
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Words of Institution / Lord’s Prayer / Preparation /  
Distribution / “Come As You Are;” “Hope Of The  
Nations” / Dismissal 
 

PRAYERS  
 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 11:25–30     
(Holy Bible p. 1037) 
 

SERMON  by Pastor Prahl 
    

BLESSING 
 

CLOSING SONG  “This Is Amazing Grace” 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING   
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.           
 

BENEDICTION  Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “God Bless Our Native Land”               LSB 965 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE—11am  
 

PRE-SERVICE SING-ALONG MEDLEY 
“America The Beautiful” 
1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 
for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountain majesties 
above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood 
from sea to shining sea. 
 

“God Bless America” 
God Bless America, land that I love. 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with a light from above. 
From the mountains, to the prairies, 
To the oceans white with foam. 
God Bless America, my home sweet home. 
God Bless America, my home sweet home. 

2 O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
whose stern, impassioned stress 
a thoroughfare for freedom beat 
across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
confirm thy soul in self-control, 
thy liberty in law. 
Text: Public domain 

c) Copyright 1938, 1939 by Irving Berlin (c) Copyright Renewed 1965, 1966 by Irving Berlin (c) Copyright 
Assigned the Trustees of the God Bless America Fund International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. 
Reprinted by Permission. (Copyright Notice) 
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“Battle Hymn of the Republic” 

1 Mine eyes have seen the glory 
of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage 
where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning 
of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on.  
 

Chorus: 
Glory! glory, hallelujah! 
Glory! glory, hallelujah! 
Glory! glory, hallelujah! 
Our God is marching on. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Offerings may be placed in collection boxes on the sidewalk.)  
 

INVOCATION   
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN  “Before You, Lord, We Bow”           LSB 966, St. 1,4,5 

1 Before You, Lord, we bow, 
Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
In joy and praise, 
Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 
 

4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 
Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
Your sin deplore, 
And bow before 
The Crucified. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE by Tracy Krueger, DCE 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zechariah 9:9–12  Rejoice! Your King comes to you.  (Holy Bible p. 1013) 
  
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.         People: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE READING  Romans 7:14–25a  I know that nothing good lives in me apart from Christ. 
(Holy Bible p. 1200) 
  
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.         People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 11:25–30  Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
(Holy Bible p. 1037) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.    People: (spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.        People: (spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

4  In the beauty of the lilies 
Christ was born across the sea, 
with a glory in His bosom 
that transfigures you and me; 
as He died to make us holy, 
let us live to make all free. 
Our God is marching on. Chorus 
Text: Public domain 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, 
Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
With joy to sing 
To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 
Text: Public domain  
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NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and  
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one  

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 
end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

SERMON HYMN  “God of our Fathers”   
God of our fathers, whose almighty hand Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: Our grateful songs before Your throne arise. 
 

Your love divine has led us in the past; In this free land by You our lot is cast; 
Oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; Your Word our law, Your paths our chosen way. 
 

Refresh Your people on their toilsome way; Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with heav’n-born love and grace Until at last we meet before Your face. 
Text: Public domain 

   
SERMON  by Pastor Prahl 
 

PRAYERS  (Special petitions are offered. After each special petition, the pastor says, “let us pray to the 
Lord,” to which the congregation responds with, “For this freedom, we give You thanks!”) 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION / PREPARATION (see pg.2) / “Come As You Are” / DISMISSAL 
 

BLESSING  
 

CLOSING HYMN  “God Bless Our Native Land”                       LSB 965 

1 God bless our native land; 
Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
By Thy great might. 

2 So shall our prayers arise 
To God above the skies; 
On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
God save the state! 
Text: Public domain 

 

JULY–SEPTEMBER 2026 
PORTALS OF PRAYER 

Portals of Prayer are available for pick up 
in the Narthex and Welcome Center.  



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Strength and Healing: Jean Dorman (niece of Norma Prahl); Rachel Fillinger (Jim Miller); Rob Frederick (son-
in-law of Joyce Dobberpuhl); Cindy Hilgendorf (sister of Gail Goetter); Danna Hoffmann; Steven Janke (son of 
Richard & JoAnn Janke); Diane Lunde (friend of Maribeth Witkowski); Susan Micha; Jeffrey Mierow (son of 
Steve & Kathy Mierow); Ron Parchim (brother-in-law of Dave Schmidt); Russ Prahl (brother-in-law of Larry & 
Catherine Kiener); David Richmond (brother of John Richmond); Terry Robinson (brother of Bonnie Robinson); 
Lenore Wolff; Mike Zettinig (son of Wendy Zettinig); Karen Zurn (sister of Dave & Judy Kuczynski) 
    

Long-Term Illness / Treatment: Jeremy Albers Sr.; Lana Amenda; Samuel Becker (grandson of Lucille  
Becker); Harold Brockberg; Delaine Bussard (sister of Debra Kelley); Stacy Fairbert (niece of Jody Reiter); 
Mary Rose Haley (sister of Larry Kiener); Dan Haupt (son of Frank & Bernice Haupt); Diane Hostetter (mother 
of Lori Stauske, Kristi Hilgart & Kari Holland); Lisa Giuliani (niece of Jan Moegenburg); Larry Kiener;  
Daniel Kekic (nephew of Paulette Rammel); Eli Luckjohn (grandson of Larry Luckjohn); Laurie McGraw (friend 
of Brian & Shari Buske); Nancy Mertz; Sydney Miracle; Patti Mueller (friend of Liz Dehmel); Dennis Muehling 
(friend of John & Patty Richmond); Matthew Thumann (grandson of Russ & Melissa Meier); Kay Ryder (sister 
of Kevin Zirtzlaff); Cindy Steffen; Mark Wainwright (friend of Tom Lubner family); Mike Woollen (father of Shari 
& Brian Buske) 
  

Death: Judy Kuta; Mildred Fisher 

CHURCH RECORDS 

Wedding: Ian McNerney and Madison Ferch were united in marriage at St. Paul on Sunday,  
May 24, 2026. 
 

Wedding: Kellen Batiansila and Allyson Otten were united in marriage at Terrace 167 on Saturday, 
June 6, 2026. 
 

Wedding: Zachary Roeglin and Elizabeth Bredman were united in marriage at Concordia University  
Wisconsin on Friday, June 19, 2026.  
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Music:  Ms. Valerie Bremer            Altar Guild: Kathy Lubner & Carolyn Wohlers   
Leader:  Rev. Timothy Maschke           Sermon:  Rev. Larry Prahl 

SERVICE  ELDERS / COMMUNION SERVERS HEAD USHERS 

Sat., 5pm R. Klotka / E. Kuerschner / R. Schultz / B. Dorn / J. Schroeder Brian Hadler 

Sun., 8am C. Haas / R. Meyer / B. Marien / W. Cheeseman Peter Kohlwey 

Sun., 9:30am S. Natale / V. Micha / B. Eggold Dave Schmidt 

Sun., 11am J. Wegner / G. Metzger  Candi Unger 

Mon., 6:30pm J. Brooks  

WAYS TO GIVE AT ST. PAUL 
Visit splgrafton.org/church and Look for the Give Now! Button 

 IN-PERSON: Offerings may be placed in a collection box near the exits. 

 MAIL/DROP-OFF: 701 Washington Street, Grafton, WI 53024. Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8am to 3pm. 

 VENMO: Search for: @SPL-Grafton. Please note for: Offering; Last 4 Digits: 0360. 

 VANCO ONLINE ELECTRONIC GIVING: Visit splgrafton.org/church/giving (then click Online Giving). 

 VANCO MOBILE APP: Vanco Mobile is a mobile giving app that enables you to make one-time or recurring gifts from your smartphone.  
   Visit the Apple App Store or Google Play and search for “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement” to download the app. 

 TEXT-TO-GIVE: Text the dollar amount you wish to contribute to 855.927.0750 (example: 25 for $25). You will be sent a registration link. After  
   registering, you will receive a text verification and an emailed receipt. For future giving, text the amount you wish to give, and text “repeat” to make it 
   a recurring donation. 

 TEXT-TO-GIVE DIRECTLY TO THE EVERY GENERATION FAITHFUL TOGETHER MINISTRY EXPANSION FUND: Text the dollar amount you 
wish to contribute followed by the letters EGFT, to 855.927.0750. For example, text "25 EGFT" to contribute $25. You will be sent a registration link. 
After registering, you will receive a text verification and an emailed receipt. For future giving, text the amount you wish to give, and text “repeat” to 
make it a recurring donation. Every contribution sent to this number will go directly to the Every Generation Faithful Together fund. 

 
Thank you for supporting St. Paul. If you have questions, contact St. Paul Finance Office at 262-377-4659. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH-RESTART  
Join us for the South Wisconsin district event Restart on  
Sunday, August 9 from 5:30-7:30pm. We will meet in the 
carport entry at 4:45pm to head out together to Slick City  
Action Park in Wauwatosa. This is a district-wide event for all 
6th-12th grade youth, so it will be the perfect opportunity to 
meet friends from all over Southern Wisconsin. There will be 
all the park activities as well as a service project opportunity, 
and worship. We will return to St. Paul around 8:15pm. The 
cost is $10 per youth, plus you will want to bring extra money 
for food youth might wish to purchase at the park.  
We have to register for the event with the amount of youth we 
will be taking, so please RSVP by Thursday, July 30 if your 
child plans to attend!  

 

Sign up and pay here: tinyurl.com/YouthRestart2026.  
We are also looking for adult drivers for the event. 

 
**Note: Signed parental waivers must be completed online  
prior to entry https://slickcity.com/wi-wauwatosa/waiver/.  
Also it is recommended that long pants and long sleeves be 
worn as slides can be fast.   

SUNDAY MORNING RELIGIOUS ED HOUR 
9:30am–Family Life Center 

 

July 5: No Class (Independence Day) 
 

July 12: Contending for the Faith: 
An Introduction to Christian Apologetics 

Rev. Dr. Randall Ferguson 

LWML is collecting items for 
Orphan Grain Train Layettes:  

 

 Flat cloth diapers 
 6 to 9mo rubber pants 
 12mo rubber pants 
 Wash cloths 
 Sleepers up to 12 months 
 Receiving blankets 

 

Items may not be new, but should be in good repair. 

https://tinyurl.com/YouthRestart2026
https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/slickcity.com/wi-wauwatosa/waiver/___.YXAzOnN3ZGxjbXM6YTpvOmVkMmFkNTAyMTY2YTlkY2VkNTIxOTI4NGJjNjBkMWQ5Ojc6ZmM3NTpiNzUyMWQxNDAyNTIwMThmMGU1YjhhMmFmMDk4MzdiMjY1YmM1YmQ5YWNlZGE0MTFhYzA2YTlkZjI1YmIyOGI1Omg6RjpG

