
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
701 Washington Street  Grafton, WI 53024  262-377-4659     

splgrafton.org   facebook.com/splchurchgrafton 

As We Gather...Merry Christmas! Many people exchange gifts at Christmas. Among Christians, 
the practice finds its roots in the generosity of the real St. Nicholas of Myra (AD 270ï343). Every gift 
given and received serves as a reminder of the greatest gift: the Fatherôs gift of the Son conceived by 
the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary and born on Christmas for the life of all people. 
Jesus is Godôs precious gift and greatest treasure! His gift is for all; His gift is for you! For this gift of 
grace called Jesus, let all people treasure and ponder in their heart so that together we may rejoice 
and sing, ñGlory to the Newborn King!ò 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2018 
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Pre-Service  
Music 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn  
 
Invocation  
 
 
Prophesies of 
the Savior 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Confession  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birth of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 

(1 & 3pm) ñManger Medley,ò Kristin Holz, violin  
(7pm) ñDing, Dong, Merrily on High,ò Greta Schwartz, clarinet 
 
Ringing of the Bells and Lighting of Candles 
 
ñNow Sing We, Now Rejoiceò              LSB 386 St. 1-2 
  
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the À Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor:   What great festival do we observe tonight? 
People:  We are observing the joyous Christmas festival. 
 

Pastor:   What reason have we to be so joyful? 
People:  For unto you is born this day a Savior which is Christ the Lord. 
 

Pastor:   How did people know that the Savior of the World would be born? 
People:  God Himself had promised Him, and also sent His prophets to foretell His 

coming.    
 

Pastor:   Where would the Promised Savior and King be born? 
People:  Micah, the prophet, declares that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. 
 

Pastor:   What names does Isaiah give to the Child that is to be born of a virgin? 
People   And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  

Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Pastor:   Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
People:  As we worship You this Christmas Eve and come into Your holy presence, we 

confess to You that we are sinful by nature and by choice. We have broken 
the peace of Your good creation and overstepped the boundaries You have 
established. Forgive us when we fail to place You first in our lives, forgive us 
when we donôt regularly receive Your Holy Word or fail to worship You as 
Lord. Forgive also the times Your steadfast love doesnôt overflow from our 
lives to those around us. Create in us clean hearts and lives. Remind us that 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem as the Savior and to do what His name says, 
ñsave us from our sins.ò   

  
Pastor:   Who is Jesus? 
People:  Jesus is my Savior.  
 

Pastor:   From what did He save you? 
People:  He saved me from sin and eternal damnation and has given me life in His   

name.   
 

Pastor: Who gave you this wonderful gift of the Savior? 
People: God the Father gave us this Savior. 
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Welcome! Guests: We are glad you are worshiping with us today! 
Fellowship: Refreshments: Sundays, 9-11am in the Gathering Hall. 
Holy Communion: Celebrated during all Worship Services on the 
first, third, and fifth weekends of the month.  
We Care Cards: Everyone attending is asked to complete a Card, 
found in the pew rack and picked up by our ushers after our offering.  
Parents With Children: Childrenôs bulletins and Busy Bags are  
available. There is a quiet room with changing table in the back of 
church if needed.  
Bible Study: See bulletin or splgrafton.org for options and times. 

Servant Leaders: 
Senior Pastor: Scott Kruse 
Associate Pastor: Luke Anderson  
Associate Pastor of Care Ministry:  
Timothy Maschke 
Pastor Emeritus: Larry Prahl 
Pastor Emeritus: John Suelflow  
Pastor Emeritus: Kenton Wendorf 
Principal: Michael Yurk 
Director of Music: Valerie Bremer 
Childrenôs Ministry: Kimberly Butz 

Service Times: 
Traditional Worship: Saturday 5pm; Sunday 8am & 11am; Monday 6:30pm 

Contemporary Worship: Sunday 9:30am 

Traditional Worship Service: 1pm, 3pm, 7pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn 
 
 
 
 

Absolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of Praise 
 
Reception of  
the Tidings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthem 
 
 
 
Reception of  
the Tidings 
(contôd) 
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Pastor:   Why did God give you the Savior? 
People: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever  

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
 

Pastor:   To whom was the blessed message of the Saviorôs birth first brought? 
People: To the shepherds in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 

Pastor:   Who announced the birth of the Savior? 
People: And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

 shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
 

Pastor:   How did the angel still their fears?    
People: He said, óFear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 

 for all the people.ô 
 

Pastor:   Which are these good tidings? 
People: óFor unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ  

 the Lord.ô 
 

Pastor:   How did the angel direct the shepherds to find the Savior? 
People: He said, óAnd this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

 swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.ô 
 
(1 & 3pm) ñHis Name Shall Be,ò Zack Scherzer 
(7pm)    ñMary, Did You Know,ò Valerie Bremer, Maren Kohlwey, Kari Schwartz and 

   Kris Schroeder 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Pastor:   Fear not! I bring you good news of great joy! Jesus was born in Bethlehem to  
 be your Savior. In this child, who is True God and True Man, He came to bring 
 humanity into a relationship of love with God the Father. Upon your confession of 
 sins, trust by faith this evening that He forgives you all your sins and gives you 
 peace with God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the À Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Pastor:   Who joined the angel after he proclaimed the Saviorôs birth? 
People: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host. 
 

Pastor:   How did the angels voice their joy? 
People: By singing, ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will  

 toward men.ò  
 
ñHark! The Herald Angels Singò              LSB 380 St. 1 
 
Pastor:   What did the shepherds say after the angels were gone from them into heaven? 
People: They said to one another, ñLet us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 

 that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.ò 
 

Pastor:   How did they find the angelôs word verified? 
People: They went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in  

 a manger. 
 
(1pm) ñAdore Him,ò Deanne Boyce 
(3pm) ñHow Great Our Joy,ò Male Choir 
(7pm) ñChristmas Anthem,ò Mixed Choir 
 
Pastor:   Did the shepherds keep the message of the angels to themselves? 
People: No. They made known the saying that had been told them concerning  

 this child. 
 

Pastor:   How was this message received? 
People: All who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
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Hymn of the Day 
 
Christmas  
Message 
 
Hymn of  
Response 
 
Purpose of 
Christôs Coming 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 
 
 
 
Blessing of 
Infants & Young 
Children (1,3 pm) 
 

 
Carol (7pm) 
 
Prayer for  
Christmas Eve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Pastor:   How did Mary differ from those who heard and wondered and then forgot what the 
shepherds had said? 

People:  Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
 

Pastor:   What are we told about the shepherdôs return? 
People:  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
ñGo Tell It On The Mountainò               LSB 388 St. 3 
 
ñTreasure and Ponder this Christmas Message in Your Heart,ò by Pastor Scott Kruse based  
on Luke 2:19 
 
ñGentle Mary Laid Her Childò                LSB 374 
 
 
Pastor:   What was the purpose of Christôs coming? 
People:  The Father sent His Son to be the Savior of the World. 
 

Pastor:   How does St. Paul in 1 Timothy 1:15 describe the purpose of Christôs coming? 
People:  The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners. 
 

Pastor:   What has the Savior done for us all? 
People:  He has redeemed us, purchased and won us from all sins, from death and 
 from the power of the devil. 
 

Pastor:   How can we acquire all the blessings which Christ has won for us? 
People:  Through faith; for Scripture says, for God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have  
 eternal life.  
 
Offering and announcements 
(1pm) ñStill, Still, Still,ò Grace Gierach 
(3pm) ñO Come, O Come,ò Peter Levihn 
(7pm) ñAdore Him,ò Deanne Boyce 
 
Parents of infants and young children (ages 5 and younger) are invited to come forward with 
their child/ren for a special blessing from the pastor.  
 

ñWhat Child is This/Child of the Poor,ò Aneka Kruse & Shane Welter 
ñAway in a Mangerò (Congregation sings)            LSB 364 
 
ñAway in a Mangerò (Introduction by Elisabeth Young, oboe)    LSB 364 St. 3 
 
Pastor:  On this holy night on which Christ was born, let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His 

people and for all people in Jesusô name. 
 

Dear Father, in Jesus, You have given us a gift whose worth is beyond all telling. 
Help us in the busyness of this holiday season to not overlook or pass Him by, but 
rather help us to pause and kneel quietly before His manger and discover true joy 
through beholding Your Son as Christ our Lord. Immanuel, 

People:  God with us, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Dear Father, for all who face this Christmas overwhelmed by loss, pain, suffering, 
hunger, or loneliness, we ask Your kindness and the presence of Your Holy Spirit. 
In beholding Jesus as the light of the world, ignite the spark of hope in the hearts 
of all who are in need. Immanuel, 

People:  God with us, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Dear Father, for Your people around the world who gather this night in  
remembrance of Your gift for us in Jesus, we pray Your blessing and peace.  
May all who proclaim the good news of Jesus this Christmas do so with great joy 
that becomes infectious within all who hear Your Word. Immanuel,  

People:  God with us, hear our prayer. 
-4- 



PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
WELCOME AND GREETING 
 
INVOCATION 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the À Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 
 

PROPHESIES OF THE SAVIOR 
Pastor:   What great festival do we observe tonight? 
People:  We are observing the joyous Christmas  
   festival. 
Pastor:   What reason have we to be so joyful? 
People:  For unto you is born this day a Savior 

which is Christ the Lord. 
Pastor:   How did people know that the Savior of the 

World would be born? 
People:  God Himself had promised Him, and also 

sent His prophets to foretell His coming.    
Pastor:   Where would the Promised Savior and King 

be Born? 
People:  Micah, the prophet, declares that Jesus 

would be born in Bethlehem. 
Pastor:   What names does Isaiah give to the Child 

that is to be born of a virgin? 
People   And His name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
Father, Prince of Peace. 
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OPENING MEDLEY  
ñUnto Usò 
Unto us a Child is born 
Unto us a Son is given 
God with us, go and tell 
Emmanuel has come from Heaven 
And His name will ever be 
The Prince of Peace 
The Wonderful Counselor 
He's the Great and Mighty Lord 
Bow before our Holy Savior 
 

Chorus: Unto us a Child is born 
   Hope to all the world 
   Unto us the Son of God has come 
   Sing Hallelujah 
   Everlasting Father 
   Name above all names 
   God is with us 
   Sing Hallelujah 
 

Unto us a Child is born 
Unto us a Son is given 
God with us, go and tell 
Emmanuel has come from Heaven 
And His name will ever be 
The Prince of Peace 
The Wonderful Counselor 
He's the Great and Mighty Lord 
Bow before our Holy Savior 
 

Chorus 
 

He's the Prince of Peace, He's the Mighty God 
He's the Savior born to set the captives free 
He's the Promised One, the Messiah come 
And His love will reign throughout eternity 
 

Contemporary Worship Service: 5pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lordôs Prayer 
 
 
 
 

 
Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn 

Pastor:  Lord of the nations, grant peace on earth. Be with the leaders of nations and those 
in the armed forces serving far from home this Christmas Eve, we ask your grace 
and blessing. Immanuel, 

People: God with us, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your  
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Youôve heard the message of the angels. Youôve been in Christôs presence and 

have seen His glory. You have seen the gift, the gift of life! Now share it. Be 
blessed to walk this night with the good news of Jesus. Let your heart be filled  
with wonder, amazement and joy, and overflow with thanksgiving to God.  

People: Amen.   
 
ñSilent Night, Holy Nightò                  LSB 363 
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Unto us a Child is born 
Hope to all the world 
Unto us the Son of God has come 
We will sing Hallelujah 
Shining in the darkness 
Light to all the world 
Unto us the Son of God has come 
We will sing Hallelujah 
Everlasting Father 
Name above all names 
God is with us 
Sing Hallelujah 
 
Gloria (Angels We Have Heard on High) 
Angels we have heard on high 
sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains (repeat) 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn King 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 

Gloria  ό//[L [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ І мпронуύ 

 

TIME OF CONFESSION 
(As we begin our worship with confession, we remember 
that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" 
(Romans 3:23). After we confess, we hear the good news 
that God "who is faithful and just" forgives us all our sins  
(1 John 1:8-9).)  
 

BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Pastor:  Who is Jesus? 
People:  Jesus is my Savior.  
Pastor:   From what did He save you? 
People:  He saved me from sin and eternal  

damnation and has given me life in  
His name.   

Pastor: Who gave you this wonderful gift of the  
 Savior? 
People: God the Father gave us this Savior. 
Pastor:   Why did God give you the Savior? 
People: For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal 
life.  

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS  
Pastor: ñFear not! I bring you good news of great joy! 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem to be your  
Savior. In this child, who is True God and 
True Man, He came to bring humanity into a 
relationship of love with God the Father.  
Upon your confession of sins, trust by faith 

this evening that He forgives you all your 
sins and gives you peace with God. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the À Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to Jesus Christ,  
Immanuel, ñGod with us,ò for He is truly 
with us and has forgiven us!  

 

SONG OF PRAISE 
ñBorn is the Kingò  
Born unto us this day a Saviour 
Gifted from heaven to a manger 
The hope of the world 
A light for all mankind 
All of the earth rejoice It's Christmas time 
 

So lift up your voice And sing out His praise 
It's Christmas  
Born is the King Rejoice in the day 
It's Christmas  
Make a joyful sound 
It's Christmas  
Let His praise resound 
It's Christmas 
 

Goodwill to all the earth And peace divine 
All of the earth rejoice It's Christmas time 
 

So lift up your voice And sing out His praise 
It's Christmas  
Born is the King Rejoice in the day 
It's Christmas  
Make a joyful sound 
It's Christmas  
Let His praise resound 
It's Christmas  (//[L [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ І мпронуύ 

 
CHRISTMAS GOSPEL  
Pastor:   To whom was the blessed message of the 

Saviorôs birth first brought? 
People: To the shepherds in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 
Pastor:   Who announced the birth of the Savior? 
People:  And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with 
fear. 

Pastor:   How did the angel still their fears?    
People:  He said, óFear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people.ô 

Pastor:   Which are these good tidings? 
People: óFor unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.ô 

Pastor:   How did the angel direct the shepherds to 
find the Savior? 

People: He said, óAnd this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in  
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.ô 



ANTHEM   

ñMessiah,ò Diana Eggold with Worship Team 
 

CHRISTMAS STORY  
Pastor:   Who joined the angel after he proclaimed the 

Saviorôs birth? 
People:  And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host. 
Pastor:   How did the angels voice their joy? 
People:  By singing, ñGlory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.ò  

Pastor:   What did the shepherds say after the angels 
 were gone from them into heaven? 

People: They said to one another, ñLet us go over 
 to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
 happened, which the Lord has made 
 known to us.ò 

Pastor:   How did they find the angelôs word verified? 
People: They went with haste and found Mary and 

 Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE   

ñItôs Christmasò  
Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down 
His sweet head, the stars in the sky 
Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying 
He makes, I love Thee Lord Jesus! 
Look down from the sky and stay 
By my cradle til morning is nigh 
 

Itôs Christmas! 
The angels are singing 
And I know the reason, 
the Savior is born 
Itôs Christmas! 
The bells are ringing 
And I feel like shouting 
Joy to the world! 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven 
To live with Thee there 
 

Itôs Christmas! 
The angels are singing 
And I know the reason, 
the Savior is born 
Itôs Christmas! 
The bells are ringing 
And I feel like shouting 
Joy to the world! 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere! 

Go, tell it on the mountain that 
Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Itôs Christmas! 
The angels are singing 
And I know the reason, 
the Savior is born 
Itôs Christmas! 
The bells are ringing 
And I feel like shouting 
Joy to the world! (//[L [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ І мопрнуύ 
 

CHRISTMAS STORY  
Pastor:   Did the shepherds keep the message of the 

 angels to themselves? 
People: No. They made known the saying that 

 had been told them concerning this 
 child. 

Pastor:   How was this message received? 
People:  All who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 

Pastor:   How did Mary differ from those who heard 
and wondered and then forgot what the 
shepherds had said? 

People:  Mary treasured up all these things,  
pondering them in her heart. 

Pastor:   What are we told about the shepherdôs  
return? 

People:  And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE   

ñWhen I Think About Christmas,ò Jennifer Gallun  
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
ñTreasure and Ponder this Christmas Message in 
Your Heart,ò by Pastor Kruse based on Luke 2:19 
 

CHRISTMAS CREED 
I believe in God the Father, Creator of all things, 
who sent his Son as my Savior. I believe in  
Jesus Christ, my Lord, who was conceived  
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  
announced by angels, worshiped by the Wise 
Men, who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, to 
free me from sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has 
brought me to faith in Christ and by whose  
continuous work in my heart I am ever led to lay 
before the feet of Christ my worship, my life, my 
love; to live under Him as my King, both now 
and forevermore. Amen.   
 

OFFERING 
ñGod Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings,ò  
Worship Team 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
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Pre-Service  
Music 
 
Invocation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Opening  
Medley 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG 
ñJoy to the World 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her King: 
 Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
 And heav'n and nature sing, 
 And heav'n and nature sing, 
 And heav'n and nature sing. 
  

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
 Nor thorns infest the ground; 
 He comes to make His blessings flow 
 Far as the curse is found, 
 Far as the curse is found, 
 Far as the curse is found. 
  

4.  He rules the world with truth and grace 
  And makes the nations prove 
 The glories of His righteousness 
 And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love.  
(CCLI License # 145328) 

Candlelight Worship Service: 11pm 
 
ñThe First Noel/Pachelbelôs Canon,ò by Chamber Choir and Ensemble 
 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the À Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: When all was still and it was midnight, 
People: Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
 

Pastor: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  
was God. (John 1:1) 

People: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His  
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
(John 1:14) 

 
ñJoy to the Worldò                                                                             LSB 387 St. 1 & 2 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let evôry heart prepare Him room And heavôn and nature sing,   

 And heavôn and nature sing, And heavôn, and heavôn and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 Public Domain 

 
ñNow Sing We, Now Rejoiceò              LSB 386 St. 1 
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heavôn our voice; 
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.  

 Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 
 
ñHark! The Herald Angels Singò             LSB 380 St. 1 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, ñGlory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!ò 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, ñChrist is born in Bethlehem!ò 

      Hark! The herald angels sing, ñGlory to the newborn King!ò 
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LORDôS PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: Youôve heard the message of the angels. 

Youôve been in Christôs presence and have 
seen his glory. You have seen the gift, the gift 
of life! Now share it. Be blessed to walk this 
night with the good news of Jesus. Let your 
heart be filled with wonder, amazement and 
joy and overflow with thanksgiving to God.  

People:  Amen.   
 



Godôs Christmas Promise 
Pastor: So the Lord God said to the serpent, ñBecause you have done this, cursed are  
   you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall  
   go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between   
   you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall   
   bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.ò (Genesis 3:14-15) 
 

People: He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God  
   will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the   
   house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.  
   (Luke 1:32-33)  
 

Pastor: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your brothersðit is to Him you shall listenðjust as you desired of the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, óLet me not hear again 
the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.ô And the 
Lord said to me, óThey are right in what they have spoken. I will raise up for them 
a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in His 
mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And whoever will not 
listen to my words that He shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of 
him.ò (Deuteronomy 18:15-19) 

 

People: He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God  
   will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the   
   house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.  
   (Luke 1:32-33)  
 

Pastor: Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall  
conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel. For to us a child is 
born, to us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and 
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no 
end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7) 

 

People: He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God  
   will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the   
   house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.  
   (Luke 1:32-33)  
 
ñSee Amid the Winterôs Snow                LSB 373 St. 1-2 
 

1 See amid the winterôs snow, Born for us on earth below, 
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years.  

 

Refrain Hail, O ever-bless¯d morn! Hail, redemptionôs happy dawn! 
   Sing through all Jerusalem: ñChrist is born in Bethlehem!ò 

 

2 Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies, 
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. Refrain 

Public Domain 

 
Pastor and People: Almighty God, You have given us the gift of Your Son, the Word  

incarnate,  to be the light of the world, yet our words, our thoughts, and our 
actions belong to darkness. On this Christmas eve, the light of Christ is 
shining, but we have not understood it. Have mercy on us we pray, so that 
the light of your Son would dwell in us, causing our words, our thoughts, 
and our lives to reflect your Glory in this dark world.  

 

Pastor:  Dear Christian friends, ñGod is light; in Him there is no darkness at all,ò and ñthe 
blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.ò ñJesus Christ, the Righteous 
One, He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world.ò The message for you, because of Christmas, is that 
your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the À Son and of the  
Holy Spirit.  

Scriptures 
Fulfilled 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Words of  
Confession 
 
 
 
 
 

Words of  
Forgiveness 
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People:  Amen. ñThe darkness is passing away and the true light is already  
shining.ò (1 John 2:8) 

 

Pastor: O loving God, You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true light. As we behold the candlelight this evening, remind us that ñwe have the 
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place.ò (2 Peter 1:19a) By that same word, remind us 
again that the old story is ever so new. By the carols we sing, reveal to us again 
the wonder and the mystery of Jesus' birth. By our fellowship, strengthen our  
witness in this world and our worship of You. 

People:  Amen. Increase our faith as we worship this night. 
 
ñO Come, Emmanuel,ò Diana, Josh & Jason Eggold and Tim Masenthin 
 
Luke 2:1-7 The Birth of Jesus (Holy Bible p.1090 / The Story Bible p.283) 
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is Born!  People: To save us from our sins! 
 
ñWhat Child is This,ò Tim Masenthin, hammered dulcimer   LSB 370 St. 1-2 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Maryôs lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Luke 2:8-14 (Holy Bible p.1090 / The Story Bible p.284) 
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is Born!  People: To save us from our sins! 
 
ñGlory in the Highest,ò Beckie Kruse 
 
Luke 2:15-20 (Holy Bible p.1090 / The Story Bible p.284) 
     

Pastor: Jesus Christ is Born!  People: To save us from our sins! 
 
ñLo, How a Rose Eôer Bloomingò                                  LSB 359 St. 1,3,4 
 

1 Lo, how a rose eôer blooming  
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesseôs lineage coming 
As prophets long have sung, 
It came, a flowôret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 

3 This flowôr, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness evôrywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens evôry load. 

 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, 
Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, 
Who dost our weakness know: 
Bring us at length we pray 
To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. Text: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 
 
Christmas 
Creed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers 
 
Offering 
 
Candle 
Lighting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carols 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñTreasure and Ponder this Christmas Message in Your Heart,ò by Pastor Scott Kruse 
based on Luke 2:19 
 
I believe in God the Father, Creator of all things, who sent His Son as my Savior.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, announced by angels, worshiped by the Wise Men, who lived to  
suffer, die, and rise again, to free me from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ and by whose  
continuous work in my heart I am ever led to lay before the feet of Christ my  
worship, my life, my love; to live under Him as my King, both now and forevermore.  
Amen.  
 
for Christmas Eve 
 
ñPeople, Look East,ò Analise Tauschek, clarinet 
 
Pastor: Jesus said, ñI am the Light of the world. 
People: Those who follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.ò 
Pastor: This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaimed to you: that God is 

Light, in whom there is no darkness at all. 
People: If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we lie, 

and do not live according to the truth. 
Pastor: But if we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one  

another, 
People: and the blood of Jesus, Godôs Son, cleanses us from all sin. 
Pastor: For in Him is life, and that life is the light of all. 
People: We have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 
Pastor: So let your light shine before all, that they may see the good that you do, and give 

glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
(The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle to the acolytes and assistants. They 
pass the light on to the congregation. Tip only the unlit candle. Do not tip the lit candle. 
Hold the candles straight up and the wax will not drip.) 
 
ñO Holy Night,ò Tim Masenthin & Valerie Bremer 
 

ñInfant Holy, Infant Lowlyò                 LSB 393 St. 1 
1 Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, Little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 
Swiftly winging, Angels singing, Bells are ringing, Tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Public domain 
 

ñIt Came Upon the Midnight Clear,             LSB 366 St. 1 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold: 
ñPeace on the earth, goodwill to all, From heavônôs all-gracious king.ò 
The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing. 

Public domain 
   

ñO Little Town of Bethlehemò               LSB 361 St. 1  
1 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

Text: Public domain 
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Lordôs Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing 
 
 
 
Hymn of  
Christmas Eve 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
People:  Amen.   
 
ñSilent Night, Holy Night,ò Tim Masenthin, guitar         LSB 363 
 

1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and child, Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavônly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, loveôs pure light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

4 Silent night, holy night! All our fears, put in flight. 
 Thou hast come to set us free, That by faith we all may be, 
 Heirs of heavenly peace, heirs of heavenly peace. 
Public Domain  (Verse 4 written by the Reverend Ottomar E. Bickel) 
 
 
 

(Hold the candle upright and gently extinguish your candle.  
Please place extinguished candles in boxes by the doors.)   

701 Washington Street, Grafton, WI 53024, 262-377-4659, info@splgrafton.org   
Visit us at splgrafton.org and facebook.com/SPLChurchGrafton 

If you are in the area next weekend, please join us for our one of our  
New Yearôs Eve Weekend Services. 

 

 

 

We invite you to join us in January for our New Member Class  
The New Member Class will be given as 4 consecutive Sunday sessions from 9:15-10:45am.  

Dates are January 6, 13, 20 & 27 for non-LCMS members; Transferring LCMS members are to attend on  
January 20 & 27. Call the Church Office to register, 262.377.4659 x332. 

Saturday, December 29 
Traditionalð5pm  

Sunday, December 30 
Traditionalð8am, 11am  
Contemporaryð9:30am 

New Yearôs Eve 
Monday, December 31 
Traditionalð5pm 

New Yearôs Day  
Tuesday, January 1 
No Worship Service 

Join us tomorrow morning as we celebrate with a Christmas Day Service at 9:30am.  
This will be a Traditional Service with Communion.  

St. Paul Give+ text number is 262.239.7150 (simply text the amount; no $ or decimals)  
 

Electronic Giving QR Code.  

Additional ways of giving: 


