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Unbelievable, another year is flying by.  This is 

the seventh year of my ministry here in Grafton.  

Much has stayed the same, but there are so many 

exciting and new things also happening.  St. 

Paul is a great place to be.  Over and over again 

I hear that we are a friendly place from those 

who are our guests at our weekend services and 

from those who mention what a great school we 

have at St. Paul.  That is a great way to carry 

out our mission statement of Living the New Life 

in Christ.  Our joy in the Lord should be evident 

to all! 

 

When I first arrived here, Pastor Prahl had men-

tioned he would retire in February of 2010.  

That seemed like a long way off, but now that 

time is almost here.  Although he will continue in 

a part-time capacity, he is looking forward to 

some well deserved rest and relaxation. 

 

I look forward to seeking our Lordôs guidance as 

we consider the staffing and ministry opportuni-

ties at St. Paul.           

     

       Pastor Wendorf The bulletin  
and newsletter    
are available on the  

website ð  

www.splgrafton.org. 

Go to the church home  

page and then go to  

church publications. 



A new youth roomécan you picture it? 
 

     As the old saying goes, ñA picture is worth a thousand words.ò It must be true because not too long ago I 

shared some pictures with you that have inspired many great conversations about youth ministry at St. Paul. 

     I shared with you some concept drawings of the youth room remodeling project we hope to make a reality in 

early 2010. The drawings first appeared on the front of the bulletin. More recently, I posted them in greater de-

tail on some presentation boards which were displayed in the narthex of the church for two weekends. Each of 

the boards included three drawings, a fundraising goal of $15,000, an estimate of funds raised at that time 

($5900), and a box holding contribution envelopes.  

     The questions these pictures have raised could be summarized something like this: ñYou know, Pastor Chris, 

the economy is struggling, our church itself is facing challenges, and the senior housing development is under-

way, why initiate another project now?ò 

     My answer is simple: I didnôt start it. I fully support the project, I am working to shape the vision of the pro-

ject, and I intend to follow it to completion, but I didnôt start it ï our youth did. Even in a changing economy 

their need to belong and have a space of their own has remained the same. Their ambition to build their group 

within the church and their ministry as Christôs people has only grown. Most importantly, their tolerance for risk 

is balanced by their willingness to invest their own resources in the project. 

     Iôll never forget the day this summer when four of our high school youth met me at Alterra to present me with 

a check they received for many hours of yard work and odd jobs ï a check they could have kept for themselves 

and spent on summer fun. Instead, they said they wanted it to go toward the youth room. At the present time, the 

estimated cost of the project is about $15,000, and we have raised $11,000 to date. The money has come in the 

form of anonymous donations thousands at a time, or twenty at a time delivered by the hands of our youth them-

selves.  

     These young people are not just the future of our church, they are the church at work even now. I invite you 

to join your hearts with theirs as we move forward with this project and glorify God with our unity in Christ. 

 
                       Pastor Chris 
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This past month was Pastor Appreciation month, and I pray that each of 

you had an opportunity to thank our pastors personally.  If not, please 

take the time to say thank you to those who shepherd us.  As St. Paul 

said, (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13) ñNow we ask you, brothers, to respect 

those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 

admonish you.  Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their 

work.  Live in peace with each other.ò If you 

missed the articles in the bulletin this past month, please go to the Church website 

and read what you can do to help our pastors. 
 

As we begin to approach the holiday season and the start of a New Year please 

consider making a New Yearôs resolution to attend a Bible class. In fact, why put off 

to tomorrow what you can do today. We have several opportunities available to you 

and I would encourage each of you to choose a Bible class to attend.  It is truly 

something you will not regret. As the Psalmist said; ñYour word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light for my path.ò (Psalm 119:105) So light your path as you enter this 

Christmas season with the Word of God and you too will find the right path. 
 

Dave Nault 
Board of Elders 


